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topics, such as providing an inadequate expla- 
nation of the politics of the pragmatist 
"Thomas Dewey" [sie], These absences and 
occasional errors do not negate the contribu- 
tions of this stimulating book, if readers re- 
place "the" with "a." 

George H. Roeder Jr. 

School of the Art Institute of Chicago 

Chicago, Illinois 

Taking Haiti: Military Occupation and the Cul- 
tureofUS. Imperialism y 1915-1940. ByMary 
A. Renda. (Chapel Hill: University of North 
Carolina Press, 2001. xviii, 4 14 pp. Cloth, 
$49.95, isbn 0-8078-2628-6. Paper, $19.95, 
isbn 0-8078-4938-3.) 

It is refreshing to see a scholar take old, 
well-worked materials and find new value in 
them. This is what Mary A. Renda has aecom- 
plished in Taking Haiti. The subjeet is the mil- 
itary occupation of the Republic of Haiti that 
U.S. Marines condueted from 1915 to 1934. 
The book is best understood as a study of the 
cultural characteristics and consequences of 
the intervention rather than as a complete nar- 
rative of its events. This innovative work is less 
about Haiti than about the United States. 
That focus allows Renda to provide new in- 
sights on the occupation by analyzing some 
key examples of the considerable literature on 
Haiti that was published in the United States 
during the interwar period and the unpub- 
lished aecounts of the Marines themselves. 

Taking Haiti adds to the growing body of 
historical and cultural studies on imperialism. 
Renda views paternalism as the method 
through which the United States governed 
Haiti. She places paternalism at the core of the 
U.S. projeet, and the first part of the book is 
based on that theme. "The law of the father" 
made possible the simultaneous violent repres- 
sion of Haitian nationalism in the guise of 
maintaining order and the clumsy tutelage 
aimed at replacing Haitian institutions with 
American ones. Marines carried out their ob- 
jeetives during an era of racial conflict and 
evolving gender roles at home. Marines mir- 
rored these domestic conflicts, aecording to 
Renda, and their frequently capricious or bru- 
tal behavior reflected the strains of their dual 



paternalist mission — concurrently to punish 
and to nurture. The author skillfully investi- 
gates the character of these professional sol- 
diers' experience in Haiti and its impact on 
American cultural expression and political 
thought. 

The second part of Taking Haiti examines 
the consequences of the occupation for Amer- 
ican populär eulture and for a changing na- 
tional self-understanding predicated on scru- 
tiny of a radically different society. Renda uses 
travel aecounts, Hollywood films, protest lit- 
erature, plays, memoirs, and biographies to 
probe the exoticism that underlay Americans' 
contrastive efforts to come to terms with their 
own country. She has made even such curiosi- 
ties as the zombie movies of the 1930s and 
sensationalist books on voodoo funetion as ve- 
hicles for delving into the tangled roots of the 
U.S. fascination with Haiti. The history of the 
interwar period provides the context that also 
brought such diverse catalysts as Paul Robe- 
son, Langston Hughes, Eugene O'Neill, and 
the Federal Theater Projeet together in incor- 
porating Haitian themes in American art and 
consciousness. While the second part of the 
book lacks the coherent argument of the first 
and does not seem as tightly interwoven with 
it, it Stands in its own right as a thoughtful and 
provocative Observation. 

One of the most important accomplish- 
ments of Taking Haiti is Renda's persuasive ar- 
gument that the Haitian intervention oecu- 
pies a pivotal place in the formation of 
twentieth-century American eulture. A histor- 
ical episode offen treated as an oddity is in- 
scribed here as central to an emerging national 
conversation about race, gender, and power. 

Brenda Gayle Plummer 
University of Wisconsin 
Madison, Wisconsin 

War and Revolution: The United States and 
Russia, 1914-1921. By Norman E. Saul. 
(Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2001. 
xx, 483 pp. $45.00, isbn 0-7006-1090-1.) 

This detailed study is the third in Norman E. 
Sauls comprehensive look at the sweep of 
U.S.-Russian relations (previous volumes in- 
clude Distant Friends, 1991, and Concord and 



